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A Study on the Interrelationship between Social Experiments and Planning Initiatives
in the Central Area of Sapporo
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Abstract
In recent years, social experiments have been conducted to improve vibrancy and walkability in Sapporo’s
city center. This study examines 18 experiments implemented between 2018 and 2025 and analyzes their
relationship with the Third City Center Urban Development Plan through interviews and document review. The
experiments were classified into three types by purpose, and their roles in planning were identified as: building
implementation frameworks, providing management knowledge, enhancing area value, and reflecting on-site
issues. The results indicate that social experiments influence planning not only through measurable outcomes
but also by shaping planning priorities and supporting collaboration among stakeholders.
Keywords: Social experiments, Urban plannning, Walkability, Area management
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